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Baptism at Cornerstone Church
Dear friend in Christ,


We are excited about your interest in being baptized. Baptism is an important event in the life of every Christ-follower. Baptism is the outward symbol of an inward work of God. Or in other words, it is the human expression of a spiritual reality (see Romans 6:3-5). It is like the wedding ring upon the hand of someone who has become married. The ring itself would mean nothing, if there had not been an actual marriage ceremony. But after vows have been made and commitments expressed, it is fitting to have an outward symbol to forever remember and make known to others the new state of affairs. 


If you have given your life to Christ; if you have believed in Jesus Christ as your Savior from sin and the means to reenter into a right relationship with God; if you have submitted your life to His Lordship and leadership; if you have been born again by the Spirit of God; if you have turned from sin and turned toward Jesus; then we invite you to obey Christ’s command to be baptized (Matthew 28:19-20) and so by proclaim to the world your love and willingness to be Jesus Christ’s disciple until the day that you die.


So too, we would be honored to have you participate in a baptism service here at Cornerstone Church. We only ask you to complete 4 simple steps in order to make sure you are ready to follow Christ’s command to be baptized:

1) Read the “Explanation of Baptism” document (attached, pages 2-3).

2) Answer three simple questions on a separate sheet of paper and submit your answers to the Cornerstone Church Elders (attached, page 4).

3) Attend a Baptism class.
4) Sit down for a short interview with 1 or 2 elders/pastor from Cornerstone Church to discuss your desire to be baptized.

Baptism is not to be done without thought and consideration. So we invite you to think, pray, and if you feel confident in your salvation and desire to make it known to the world, begin the steps outlined above.

Thank you,

The Elders

August 2010

Explanation of Baptism
First off, baptism is a symbol of initiation into the family of God. The act of baptism itself does not have any saving effect. God’s Word is clear that it is only by faith in Jesus Christ that we truly enter into God’s family and are saved (Ephesians 2:8-9; Acts 4:12). Then and only then does Christ bring us into the family: “To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:12).
So what’s the big deal about baptism? Well, I think Romans 5:20-6:4 puts it best:
20 The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 6:1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

When we were dead in our sin, we were controlled by sin. But God’s grace has freed us from sin, and now we can experience eternal life. We don’t continue in sin because we have died to it, when we accepted Christ and experience new life in him. Baptism symbolizes this death with Christ. Our old life is dead . . . we can now live a new life. Naturally then, Jesus commanded all who believed in him to be baptized (Matthew 28:19-20). Baptism is a rich symbol and so common in the early church, that the Apostle Paul assumed all of the Roman Christians at that time had already gone through it.

This is what Pastor John Piper has to say about the symbolic power of our baptism:

Sometimes we refer to baptism as a symbol. That may be saying too little, unless we remember that there are two ways to symbolize something. If you write the word L-O-V-E on a blackboard for a group of 2nd graders and say that is the English language symbol for a commitment of the heart to someone's welfare, that's one kind of symbolism. But if you take your girlfriend out to a lagoon and sitting with her under a tree you pull a diamond ring out of your pocket and ask her to marry you and offer the ring as a symbol of your love, then you are doing something very different—you are expressing love through a symbolic action. The teacher who writes LOVE on the board need not have any love. But the giving of a diamond ring is love in action.

Baptism is a symbol of faith in that second sense. It is an expression with the whole body of the heart's acceptance of Christ's lordship. Why is this so fitting that Jesus commanded it of all his people? I think it is fitting because what happens in becoming a Christian involves the body as well as the heart. In conversion the heart is freed from sin to be enslaved to God. But in Romans 6, Paul really stresses that our bodies too are involved in this change over. For example, verse 13: "Do not yield the members of your body to sin as instruments of wickedness but yield yourselves to God as men who have been brought from death to life and your members to God as instruments of righteousness." It seems fitting that since the lordship of Christ lays claim to our whole body, we should express our acceptance of that lordship with an action of the whole body. And the action Jesus commanded is baptism. Baptism gives expression to our faith that we are God's from head to toe.” 

Two common questions often arise when we talk about baptism. 
(1) Why does Cornerstone Church only practice baptism on children and adults who have already chosen to follow Jesus (that is, why not babies)? 

Answer: There are no examples in the Bible where a baby or any person who has not put their faith in Jesus Christ is encouraged to be baptized. Instead, baptism is to follow faith in Jesus Christ and repentance from sin (Acts 2:38). 
(2) Why does Cornerstone Church baptize by immersion?

Answer: Jesus was baptized that way (Matthew 3:13-17). It appears this was the method followed by the early church (Acts 8:26-39). So too, the picture of someone going down into the water and being brought back up is a picture of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. The person being baptized symbolizes their death to their old life. When a person becomes a Christian, they admit that they are spiritually dead, and they ask that Jesus give them new life. When a sinner believes in Jesus Christ, they go from death to life. Similarly when a person is baptized they are buried in death when they go down into the water, and then they are raised out of the water to symbolize their new life in Jesus Christ! Rom 6:3-4 says, “3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” In the end, the form of baptism is not as important as the willingness to obey Christ’s command, but since immersion is the pattern set by the New Testament, we choose to follow this example.
Baptism is for anyone who wants to publicly declare their love for Jesus Christ. It’s also a declaration of wanting to be a recognized part of the body of Christ.  If you’ve never followed the Lord’s command to be baptized as one of his followers, the Cornerstone Church family would be honored to celebrate your faith with you and celebrate the faith that we share!
Are You Ready to Be Baptized?

Please answer the 3 questions below and submit your answers to any pastor or elder of Cornerstone Church. These questions will be reviewed and prayed over only by the elders. You may add extra sheets of paper if you answers are longer than the space provided.

1. What does it mean to be saved by Jesus Christ? And when and how did you become a follower of Jesus Christ?

2. Why do you want to be baptized at this point in your life?

3. What is the significance of baptism? 

